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Aging Communities and Economic Challenges in Uncertain Times: 
A SUNY Conversation in the Disciplines 

 
Registration:  8:30 – 9:30 (Pre-registration is recommended) 
   

9:30 Keynote Address by Dr. Robert Binstock,” Our Aging Society: Economic, Ethical, 
and Policy Challenges." 

 
Robert Binstock, PhD is Professor of Bioethics, Professor of Aging, Health and Society, Professor of 

Medicine, Professor of Sociology at Case Western Reserve University 
 
Session 1. Demographic Change and Economic Implications for Policy 

 Warren Sanderson, PhD, Chair, Economics Department at Stony Brook University 
 Debra Dwyer, PhD, Chair, Department of Health Care Policy and Management at Stony Brook University 
 Hugo Benitez-Silva, PhD, Department of Economics at  Stony Brook University  
 Pearl Kamer, PhD,  Chief Economist at the Long Island Association 
 Hilary Waldron, MA, Economist, Division of Economic Research at the Social Security Administration 

 
Session 2.   Economic Recession and Impact on Health Care and Services 

 Philip McCallion, PhD, Director, Center for Excellence in Aging Services at the University of Albany 
 Hongdao Meng, PhD, Graduate Program in Public Health at Stony Brook University 
 Laurie Pferr, Executive Deputy Director, New York State Office for the Aging 

 
Lunch Break: 12:30-1:30 (Included with Registration) 

 
Session 3. Workforce Issues: Implications of Demographic Change and Recession 

 Jean Moore, MSN, Director, Center for Health Workforce Studies, School of Public Health at SUNY Albany 
 Jennifer Rosenbaum, Director, Bureau of Policy Analysis, Research, and Management, New York State Office 

for the Aging 
 Judith Howe, PhD, Associate Director of Education, Evaluation, Geriatric Research and Education at the 

James Peters VAMC, and Director of the Consortium of New York Geriatric Education Centers   
 Deborah Heiser, PhD, Director of Research Thinkscan; Past President of State Society on Aging of New York  

 
Session 4.  Aging Communities, Recession & Implications for Individuals and Families 

 Michael Burgess, Director, New York State Office for the Aging 
 Katharine Briar-Lawson, PhD, Dean of the School of Social Work at the University at Albany 
 Francis Brisbane, PhD, Dean of the School of Social Welfare Stony Brook University 
  Marijean Buhse, RN, PhD, School of Nursing at Stony Brook University  
 

Session 5.  Issues for Vulnerable Senior Populations, the Oldest-Old, and Disabled 
 Barbara Krainovich-Miller, PhD, RN, Clinical Professor and Coordinator of Nursing Education, School of 
 Nursing at New York University  
 Jason Dauenhauer, PhD, MSW, Co-Director of the Center for Excellence in Gerontological Social Work, 
 Department of Social Work, SUNY Brockport  
 Sharon Mullon, D. Min., Former Commissioner, Nassau County Department of Senior Citizen Affairs 

 Holly Rhodes-Teague, Director of the Suffolk County Office for the Aging  
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